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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to tine claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tiiis or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-5,13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gossen (3473278). 

Claim 1 . Gossen discloses a skirting board comprising: a base profile (18,19) 
engaged to a wall and comprising a receiving portion (19) and a deflecting arm (18); 
and a guard profile (10), the guard profile comprising a protruding portion (16,17) that 
interfaces with the receiving portion of the base profile and a curved portion (1 1 ); 
wherein the guard profile combines with the base profile to provide at least one open 
space (as seen in the upper and lower portions between the guard profile and base), 
wherein the at least one open space (the upper space above element 1 9) is defined by 
the base profile, the guard profile and the wall (as seen in figures 3-4): and wherein the 
deflecting arm and the curved portion combine to provide a surface used to finish a 
comer produced by a floor and the wall. 

Claim 2. The skirting board of Claim 1 , wherein the receiving portion comprises 
at least one surface adapted to receive the guard profile (as seen in the figures). 
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Claim 3. Tlie sl^irting board of Claim 2, wherein the protruding portion comprises 
at least one interface portion adapted to interface with one oblique surface (where 19 
has an oblique surface). 

Claim 4. The skirting board of claim 3, wherein the at least one open space is 
adapted to receive a cable. 

Claim 5. The skirting board of Claim 3, wherein the base profile further 
comprises a plurality of openings, for attachment of the base profile to the wall (at 21 ). 

Claim 13. The skirting board of claim 1 , further comprising a second open space 
(the lower space below element 1 9) adapted to receive a cable, wherein the second 
open space is defined by the base profile, the wall and the floor. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-12 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JESSICA LAUX whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday, 9:00am to 
5:00pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 

/J. L./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



